THE   CAROLINGIANS   AND   THE   VOLTE-FACE   OP   THE   PAPACY
allied himself with the Emperor Heraclius, and in 630 he sup-
ported the Visigothic pretender Sisenand against King Svinthila.1
Dagobert was the last representative of the traditional policy of
his dynasty. After him there was no further political intervention
in Italy or in Spain, apart from one expedition—which was un-
successful—in 662-663 ?
The monarchy was also growing weaker in the North; in
Germania, .Thuringia became independent, and Bavaria almost
so, and the Saxons assumed a threatening attitude. Thus from 630-
632 the Merovingian State, retreating within itself, fell into a con-
dition of decadence. To this, no doubt, the incessant civil conflicts
between the kings contributed, as well as the conflict between
Fredegond and Brunehaut; and then the intrigues of Brunehaut,
until her hideous death in 613. But it must be remembered that
until 613 these civil conflicts had been the general rule. What
rendered them more serious thenceforth was the continued minority
of the kings. When Chilperic E ascended the throne in 715 it was
twenty-five years since any Prankish king had lived to reach his
majority. The explanation may be found in the debauchery and
the sexual excesses of these princes, to whom everything was
permitted. Most of them were doubtless degenerates. Clovis II
died insane. It was this that gave the Merovingian decadence its
dismal aspect, which contrasted so greatly with the decadence of
the Roman Emperors of the West, and later, with that of the
Carolingians. None of these kings had any influence whatever;
they were puppets in the hands of the mayors of the palace, against
whom they did not even attempt to react. Not one of them
attempted to have his mayor of the palace assassinated, as the
Emperors had formerly done at Ravenna; on the contrary, it was
often they who were assassinated. They lived under the tutelage
of their mothers, and sometimes of their aunts. But since the days
of Brunehaut, who was, however, a Visigoth, the queens were
chosen for their beauty. Queen Nauteduld was a servant (puella de
1 wchter, op. dt., pp. 159 Snd 161.
3 HARTMANN, op. tit., VoL II, p. 247.
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